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<date>

<Mr./Mrs./Ms. (full name), M.P. or The Honourable (full name), P.C., M.P.>
<title>

Dear <Mr./Mrs./Ms. surname>,

Thank you for your ongoing commitment to support and build our community. I am writing to you today in my role as <title> at <institution name> in <community name> to inform you of the outcomes of a national project on the role, value, and impact of Canadian museums, Reconsidering Museums. Reconsidering Museums has been generously funded by the Government of Canada through the Canada Cultural Investment Fund.

Reconsidering Museums set out to answer the question, what do museums mean to Canadians? Through an engagement campaign that included a nationwide survey and public opinion polls, Reconsidering Museums provides timely data-driven insights on the importance of museums. The results affirm that museums are trusted and valuable public institutions that contribute to the wellbeing and vitality of our diverse communities. 

Canadians value and feel welcome in museums. Three out of four Canadians agree that museums are a very important part of Canadian society, and 94% of Canadians report feeling welcome in museums. Museums serve as vibrant civic spaces, where Canadians can have conversations about topics that matter to them. Canadians look to museums as places to learn and be inspired, to grow their understanding of other cultures and communities, and to actively engage with societal issues like reconciliation, the climate crisis, and inequality. 

Museums are well positioned to positively address societal issues. At a time when confidence in many public institutions is increasingly tenuous, museums continue to hold the trust of Canadians. Four in five Canadians agree that museums are a credible source of information, more so than newspapers or television. Even people who never visit museums trust them. That trust is a valuable asset in the fight against misinformation, and in order to maintain it, museums need support to continue to tell the truth about our shared history. 

For more information on the results of the engagement campaign and to access the toolkit, please visit our website reconsideringmuseums.ca. 

Your continued support of the museum sector can help us tell the stories of our local communities and the collective stories of Canada. 

Yours sincerely,

<your name>
<title, institution name>
<contact information, if desired>
reconsideringmuseums.ca
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